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THE MASSACHUSETTS CENSUS OF 1905. 

In 1875 the charge of the Decennial Census of Massachusetts, pro- 
vided for by the Constitution, was intrusted to the Bureau of Sta- 
tistics of Labor, and in the census years 1885. and 1895 that office 
had control of the population enumeration and the gathering of the 
industrial statistics. In 1880, 1890, and again in 1900 the chief 
of the Bureau was made supervisor by the United States Census 
Bureau, and had charge of the population enumeration, so that the 
census of 1905 is the seventh census to be taken under its direction. 

The statistics of manufactures, in the coming census, will be taken 
according to the terms of a contract entered into by the chief of the 
Bureau of Statistics of Labor and the director of the United States 
Bureau of the Census, the contract having been approved by the 
governor and council. By the terms of this contract, the greater 
portion of the expense of the enumeration is borne by the United 
States Census Bureau. It is hoped by this means that a co-ordi- 
nation in statistics of this nature may be secured which will make 
them more comparable and consequently of more value to the 
writer and the general public. 

An attempt was made in 1895 to obtain statistics of trade. The 
enumeration was limited to four cities; but in the census of 190.5 
the investigation will have much greater scope, and the results will 
show the volume of business of our principal mercantile establish- 
ments, together with full returns of wages and salaries paid therein. 
Since 1886 the Bureau has issued a report entitled "The Annual 
Statistics of Manufactures." It is probable that in time this report 
will cover statistics of trade as well, so that official returns may be 
obtained much more complete and indicative than those secured and 
published by private firms. 

Statistics of the fisheries form part of the industrial census, and 
it is the purpose of the office to give this industry the full prominence 
to which it is entitled. In previous censuses what may be called 
"Fish Manufacture" has been included under "Manufactures," 
being classified with food products. In the census of 1905 there 
will be presented the combined product of fish catching and fish man- 
ufacture. It may be impossible to secure returns from all persons 
catching fish during the year or to obtain the names and descrip- 
tions of all vessels which engage in the fisheries, but an earnest effort 
will be made to cover the entire field. 

Contrary to the general opinion, the coastwise and ocean commerce 
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of Massachusetts is very large, particularly that of the city of Bos- 
ton. The records at the custom-houses have been carefully searched, 
and the owner of every vessel of record will be required to make a 
return of the amount received in freight charges and for the trans- 
portation of passengers. 

While the mining industry of the State is of very small industrial 
importance, its quarries of granite are most productive, and com- 
plete statistics will be obtained. 

The statistics of agriculture will include, as usual, the value of 
agricultural property and products, the size and value of farms, 
value of fertilizers used, dairy products, cranberry culture, etc. In 
co-operation with the State forester an attempt will be made to se- 
cure a forestry map of the State, showing the location, size, nature, 
and value of existing forests. 

The number of public and private schools, seminaries, institutes, 
and colleges, whether incorporated or unincorporated, with number 
of students, amount of endowment, etc., will be ascertained. 

The number of public and private libraries and reading rooms in 
the State, the name of each library, with the number of books and 
pamphlets, the yearly circulation, etc., will be procured. 

The most important part of a census is, undoubtedly, that relat- 
ing to population and social statistics. The "block system" will be 
followed in several cities, supplying an accurate basis for their divi- 
sion into new wards. As by a combination of the blocks, desired 
statistics for any particular area in a city may be secured, the infor- 
mation will be of great value to the water, sewer, health, and other 
municipal departments. 

The housing of the people is a most important subject, and the 
number of families living in single houses, tenement houses, apart- 
ment hotels, and other habitations will be ascertained, together with 
the number of rooms occupied, and the number of persons to a room. 
This will allow a comparison with the tenement-house census of 
1892 and with similar statistics obtained in the census of 1895. 
The number of persons living in boarding houses and lodging houses 
will also be procured. 

An interesting section of the family schedule calls for the composition 
of the family, showing the number, sex, and classified ages of those 
contributing to the family income and those not contributing. Be- 
sides this there will be obtained the number of families employing 
servants, and the number of servants so employed, classified by the 
occupations of employers. 

The question of employment and unemployment during the cen- 
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sus year will be given the most careful consideration, and the results 
shown by occupations, nationalities, etc. 

Particular attention will also be given to what are considered, by 
the employees, to be injurious employments, and the sex, nationality, 
and physical condition of those employed in them will be shown. 

A new feature in census taking will be the introduction and in- 
quiry in regard to life insurance. The amount of insurance will not 
be asked for, but the result will show the number of persons having 
policies in regular or "old line" companies, fraternal or benefit com- 
panies, and assessment accident companies. In the published re- 
ports these results will be given in connection with occupations, 
nationalities, etc. 

The usual inquiries in regard to place of birth and parent nativity 
will have places upon the schedules, and in addition inquiries in regard 
to grandparent nativity, on the paternal side only, as the father de- 
termines the nationality of the child. The results will show the 
existence of what is called the "native stock," and will also bring 
out the facts concerning intermarriage with foreign elements. 

Information in regard to prisoners, juvenile offenders, and pau- 
pers in public institutions will be obtained by institution enumera- 
tors, who are thoroughly conversant with the condition of the persons 
under their charge, and who have access to the institution records. 
The information thus supplied, in connection with that obtained by 
the census, will supply the most interesting facts in regard to the 
delinquent and dependent classes. 

The physical condition of the people of the Commonwealth will be 
the subject of a special investigation by experts in their particular 
lines. The information secured will relate to acute and chronic 
diseases (particularly tuberculosis), the maimed, lame, deaf, dumb, 
blind (particularly the adult blind), the insane, epileptic, and, in 
general, all persons who may be considered as belonging to the de- 
fective classes. 

The statistics of illiteracy will relate only to persons ten years of 
age or over, and will be of great public interest, especially as regards 
our newly arrived immigrant population; but no person will be con- 
sidered as illiterate who can read and write in any language. The 
statistics will cover full particulars in regard to all the languages. 

Under political condition the number of native-born voters, 
naturalized voters, and aliens, will be presented classified by locali- 
ties, occupations, nationalities, etc. 

The usual information will be obtained in relation to color and race, 
age, conjugal condition, occupation, and length of residence in the 
town or city, State, and country. 
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Particular attention will be paid to statistics relating to military 
service. The number of soldiers, sailors, marines, and officers in 
the Civil War and Spanish- American War will be ascertained, and the 
facts as to how many are drawing United States pensions. Besides 
this information, the ages, occupations, nationalities, etc., of the 
members of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia will be obtained. 

The inquiries to be made of females are, in most respects, the same 
as those for males, but the schedule for females contains a few special 
questions. Among these is one calling for the number of years mar- 
ried, and a series of inquiries which will show 7 the relative fecundity 
by nationalities, ages, color and race, occupations of husbands, etc. 

In 1895 the census series comprised seven volumes, aggregating 
more than 5,000 printed pages. That for 1905 will consist of but 
three volumes, containing not more than 2,000 pages. The socio- 
logical monographs will be printed as parts of the Bureau Report or 
in the Labor Bulletin, thus securing a wider circulation of the infor- 
mation, at a greatly reduced expense to the State. 

Charles F. Pidgin. 



A SOCIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION. 

The Sociology of a New York City Block. By Thomas Jesse Jones, 
B.D., Ph.D. Published as Vol. XXI, No. 2, of the Studies in History, 
Economics, and Public Law, edited by the Faculty of Political Science, 
Columbia University. New York, 1904. 133 pp. Price $1. 

In the opening chapter the author states that the primary aim of 
this study is distinctly sociological. He maintains that too many of 
the so-called sociological investigations, while presenting masses of 
information, have proved of small value because they were based on no 
definite system of sociology. Accordingly, he has in this instance 
gathered data purposely "to substantiate or overthrow certain theo- 
ries as to the manner in which well-known social forces work them- 
selves out." By this method of research he hopes for "results of 
permanent scientific value." 

The author has selected as a basis for his systematic study the pop- 
ulation of a particular tenement-house block on the upper East Side 
of New York. In this block there are fourteen five-story "double- 
decker" or "dumb-bell" tenements which are so constructed as to 
provide accommodations for four families on each floor. The popu- 
lation of the entire block of fourteen houses varies from eight hundred 



